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of arbitrary power. Freedom and honour, the respect
of his fellows, the happiness of domestic life, the in-
terest and excitement of active business, the joviality
of social intercourse, a thousand ties entwined around
him, connected him closely with the city, and even
the house of his birth ; for in those days it was com-
mon for men to live and die beneath the same roof
under which they had been born. The merchant re-
garded his native town with a pride fully equal to that
of birth and chivalry in the privileged classes, and little
envied, we may suppose, the life of the solitary feudal
lord in his castle, or the anxious and dependent
position of the courtier. The citizen of a humbler
class showed, by parading on all occasions the tools
and emblems of his trade with the same complacency
with which a soldier displays his sword, or the noble
his armorial bearings, that he knew his position and
was content with it, and felt none of that weak
shrinking from his appointed place in society or un-
easy longing after another, which has since been the
epidemic malady of the middle classes."

For two centuries and more this guild of merchants
made the German name respected in European lands,
the German flag respected in European waters. When
the empire had fallen to pieces and there was no
union, no cohesion left, the Hanseatics remained Ger-
man and held together staunchly and nobly. Though
the time of their existence was brief, yet it was all-
important, not only for their own land, but for all
Europe.

To appreciate to its full extent the influence exer-
cised upon Europe in general by the Hanseatic